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Dear TEDx enthusiast, 

by being here today you’ve made several choices:
You’ve decided to be part of an audience, who is 
 craving to learn & explore. You’ve decided to contribute 
to an exchange of knowledge & experiences. You’ve 
decided to cut through polarised dialogues and instead 
challenge your own assumptions & values.

If you came to TEDxHeidelberg to lean back and just 
 entirely enjoy the show – we’re really sorry to disappo-
int  you! Today you are as important as our speakers 
and you’ll be at least as involved as they are! While our 
speakers have a maximum of 18 minutes on our stage, 
you’ll have the entire evening to interact with each other 
and share your own ideas! Step outside your comfort 
zone, look around and just talk to the other curious minds 
surrounding you! Drop your own fassade, avoid small talk 
and dive right into the topics you really CARE about!

That being said – we hope you enjoy TEDxHeidelberg 
to the fullest and go home with plenty of answers to the 
question: Who cares?!

A warm welcome to you!

Yours,
Jannis
Project Lead TEDxHeidelberg



Registration & 
Get Together

Welcome by 
Jannis Kuhlencord, 
Marcus Orlovsky & 
Marcel Pfenning

Sulin Sardoschau ENG
Charlie Easmon ENG
Michael Rasche GER
Oliver Rößling ENG
Juli Kwadwo (Performance)

3 p.m. 4 p.m. First Session:
Positive Disruption

Break Del Keens ENG
Anna Perdrix Rosell ENG
Chris Böhm (Performance)
Cawa Younosi GER
Elisa Naranjo ENG
Funk Johtsi and the Fabulous Nine 
(Performance)

Afterparty & 
Networking

6 - 7 p.m. Second Session:  
Reframing Mindsets

9:30 p.m.



One hype chases the other, buzzwords are 
floating around in today’s meeting culture and it 
seems nearly impossible to distinguish between 
a trend actually having an impact on society and 
one, which is entirely being built on hot air. The 
world is changing faster than ever before and 
companies, society and politics alike are confron-
ted with a continuously increasing complex world. 
Which problems to tackle first? Which opportuni-
ties should be prioritised? Trapped in a deadlock 
of selective perception many people already 
struggle to identify the most important aspects of 
their own lives.

This year we’ll dive into the question Who cares?! 
and try to find answers on why we consider some 
things to be more irrelevant than others.

Some speakers will provocatively play around 
with the question, others will passionately show 
you what they care about – and we’ll try our best 
to find out, what you care about the most!



SULIN IS AN ECONOMIST, RESEARCHER AND MIGRATION 

 ADEPT.  AFTER GRADUATING FROM THE PARIS SCHOOL 

OF ECONOMICS, SHE WORKED AS A RESEARCHER AT THE 

DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS AT HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

IN 2015 /16. CURRENTLY, SHE IS WORKING AT THE GERMAN 

 CENTER FOR INTEGRATION AND MIGRATION RESEARCH. 

WHO HAS EVER THOUGHT ABOUT WHAT EMIGRATION DOES 

TO SENDING COUNTRIES, INSTEAD OF WHAT IMMIGRATION 

DOES TO HOST COUNTRIES? WE OFTEN FORGET MIGRATION 

IS A  BILATERAL EXCHANGE BETWEEN TWO CULTURES! AT 

 TEDXHEIDELBERG SULIN WILL PROVIDE AN UNHEARD PER-

SPECTIVE ON MIGRATION AND CHALLENGE YOU!

CHARLIE IS A DOCTOR, GLOBAL HEALTH ACTIVIST AND A ME-

DICAL DIRECTOR AT YOUR EXCELLENT HEALTH SERVICE IN 

LONDON. HE IS PASSIONATE ABOUT COMPANY, OCCUPATIONAL, 

GLOBAL AND PUBLIC HEALTH. HE IS KEEN TO WORK WITH CEOs, 

CFOs AS WELL AS HR TO CREATE THE NEXT GENERATION  OF 

SUNLIGHT ORGANISATIONS AND DURING HIS CAREER HE IN-

TENSIVELY WORKED ALONGSIDE INSTITUTIONS LIKE MÉDECINS 

SANS FRONTIÈRES AND THE UNITED NATIONS.  HE BELIEVES 

THE SYSTEM IN ITS CURRENT STRUCTURE HAS ITS FLAWS, 

OFTEN ACTS IN A SLOW PACE AND COULD BE IMPROVED! AT 

TEDXHEIDELBERG HE WILL CHALLENGE THE STATUS QUO AND 

INTRODUCE AN ALTERNATIVE PATH FOR THE FUTURE. 



FOR 15 YEARS MICHAEL WAS LIVING AND WORKING AS A 

 CATHOLIC PRIEST BEFORE HE TOOK A DRASTIC STEP IN 

ANOTHER DIRECTION – HE MARRIED AND LEFT HIS OLD LIFE 

BEHIND. NOT ONLY WAS HE ALSO NOT ABLE TO HOLD HIS 

POSITION AS A PROFESSOR OF PHILOSOPHY ANYMORE, BUT 

HE COMPLETELY NEEDED TO RETHINK HIS LIFE. HIS TALK AT 

TEDXHEIDELBERG WILL BE A CELEBRATION OF LIFE & LOVE, 

CHALLENGE THE BOUNDARIES OF OUR ASSUMPTIONS AND 

GIVE INSIGHTS ON HOW TO FOLLOW THROUGH WITH UNCON-

VENTIONAL DECISIONS.

OLIVER IS THE INITIATOR OF THE FASTEST GROWING MEETUP 

AND SPEAKERS PLATFORM OUTSIDE OF THE US – 12MIN.ME. 

IF HE IS NOT BUSY HOSTING AND SPEAKING WITHIN SEVERAL    

  PODCASTS OR BEING INVITED TO THE WHITE HOUSE HE 

 CHALLENGES MINDSETS AND IDEAS AS THE CHIEF DISRUP-

TING OFFICER OF ABSOLUTE REALITY GMBH – CUTTING 

THROUGH BUZZWORDS LIKE ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE, 

VIRTUAL REALITY, ROBOTICS, MACHINE LEARNING, … AT 

TEDXHEIDELBERG, OLIVER WILL SHED LIGHT ON HOW TO 

DISRUPT OUR UNDERSTANDING OF LEARNING, UNDERLINE 

THE VALUE OF COMMUNITIES AND CHANGE THE PARADIGMS 

OF LEADERSHIP!



WHEN JULI PERFORMS, HIS MUSIC QUICKLY STARTS  RUSHING 

THROUGH YOUR VEINS! SINCE HE STARTED HIS SOLO 

 PROJECT IN 2017, HE AMAZES THE PEOPLE WITH A UNIQUE 

COMBINATION OF RHYTHMS BEING CREATED BY USING HIS 

VOICE, A GUITAR, A LOOP STATION AND BEATBOXING. HIS 

EXPRESSIVE MUSIC REPRESENTS A UNIQUE MERGER OF 

EXPERIENCES IMPORTANT TO HIMSELF AND ALLOWS YOU 

TO CAREFULLY DIVE INTO HIS INTERPRETATION OF NATURE, 

FREEDOM, MOVEMENT, DREAMING AND INTENSE EMOTIONS! 

DEL KEENS IS A MODEL & FOUNDER OF MISFIT MODELS.

HE GREW UP IN SOUTH EAST LONDON, DROPPED OUT OF 

SCHOOL AT THE AGE OF 15 AND AFTER SOME DETOURS 

SIGNING A MODEL CONTRACT WITH UGLY MODELS. HE WAS 

WORKING SUCCESSFULLY FOR COMPANIES LIKE LEVI’S, DIE-

SEL AND CALVIN KLEIN BEFORE MOVING TO BERLIN AND FOUN-

DING HIS OWN MODELING AGENCY MISFIT MODELS.  

AT TEDXHEIDELBERG DEL WILL DIVE INTO THE QUESTION 

“WHO CARES ABOUT LOOKS?” IT IS A QUESTION WE DON’T 

OFTEN HEAR IN TODAY’S SOCIETY … DEL IS HERE TO PROVE 

ALL OF US WRONG AND TO SHOW THAT IF YOU CARE ENOUGH, 

YOU CAN BE ANYTHING YOU SET YOUR MIND TO! IN HIS OWN 

WORDS: “IF I CAN BE A MODEL, SO CAN YOU!”



ANNA IS THE CO-FOUNDER AND CSO AT SIXFOLD BIOSCI-

ENCE, A STARTUP AT THE FOREFRONT OF HYPER-PRECISE 

DRUG  DELIVERY SYSTEMS. HER SCIENTIFIC ENTREPRENEU-

RIAL   JOURNEY HAS BEEN RECOGNISED BY FORBES ON THE 

30 UNDER 30 SCIENCE AND HEALTHCARE LIST (2018), THE 

100  WOMEN FOUNDERS IN EUROPE TO FOLLOW LIST (2018), 

AS WELL AS OTHERS. AT TEDXHEIDELBERG SHE WILL HELP 

US UNDERSTAND THE IMPACT OF SCIENTIFIC DISCOVERIES 

AND HOW HER WORK MIGHT ALLOW US TO REPROGRAM ANY 

CELL IN THE BODY, OR EVEN CURE GENETIC DISEASES AND 

DISORDERS.

 

FOR MORE THAN 18 YEARS CHRIS BÖHM CONTINUOUSLY  

KEEPS ON PUSHING HIS OWN LIMITS AND ASTONISHES 

PEOPLE ALL AROUND THE WORLD! AS A BMX CHAMPION 

AND SHOW-CHOREOGRAPHER HE CURRENTLY HOLDS TWO 

GUINNESS WORLD RECORDS AND IS CHALLENGING THE 

LAWS OF PHYSICS! TAKE A SEAT AND WATCH CAREFULLY, 

WHILE HE  GIVES YOU A TASTE OF THE FAST-PACED WORLD OF 

BMW-FLATLAND SHOWS. FOR EVERYONE WHO IS EAGER TO 

LEARN: BMX-FLATLAND IS ALL ABOUT ACROBATICS WITH THE 

BMX BIKE ON FLAT GROUND.



CAWA IS ONE OF A KIND. WITH 14 YEARS HE FLED THE WAR IN 

AFGHANISTAN AND STARTED ON A JOURNEY, WHICH LED HIM 

TO BECOME ONE OF THE MOST RENOWNED HR EXECUTIVES 

IN EUROPE! CURRENTLY, HE IS THE HEAD OF HUMAN RE-

SOURCES SAP SE, MEMBER OF THE MANAGEMENT BOARD 

FOR SAP GERMANY AND CONTINUOUSLY FIGHTS FOR EQUAL 

OPPORTUNITIES, DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION. NOT MANY 

PEOPLE KNOW HOW IT FEELS TO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR 22.000 

EMPLOYEES! AT TEDXHEIDELBERG, CAWA WILL SHED LIGHT 

ON HOW THE ENABLEMENT OF EMPLOYEES CAN ENTIRELY 

CHANGE A WORKING CULTURE AND FOSTER A CULTURE OF 

TRUST & APPRECIATION!

ELISA IS HEAD OF FAIRSTAINABILITY FOR ONE OF THE MOST 

CREATIVE & DYNAMIC STARTUPS IN GERMANY – EINHORN. 

EINHORN SELLS PRODUCTS BELOW THE BELT – CONDOMS 

AND MENSTRUATION PRODUCTS. BUT THEIR REAL MISSION 

IS TO UNFUCK THE ECONOMY! BEFORE JOINING EINHORN, 

SHE GAINED EXPERIENCES IN THE TEXTILE BUSINESS, ONE 

OF THE DIRTIEST INDUSTRIES IN THE WORLD, WHERE SHE 

 DEVELOPED SUSTAINABLE SOLUTIONS. IN 2018 ELISA WON 

THE 25 FRAUEN AWARD FOR REVOLUTIONISING OUR ECO-

NOMY. AT TEDXHEIDELBERG, SHE’LL HELP YOU TO DIVE INTO 

THE WORLD OF GREENWASHING AND CHALLENGE COMMON 

BUSINESS PRACTISES.



FUNK JOHTSI COULD EASILY BE PUT IN THE CENTRE OF 

GREEK MYTHOLOGY – CONSISTING OF 10 MUSICIANS AND 

PLENTY WIND INSTRUMENTS, THEY HAVE A SHEER IMMENSE 

POWER ON STAGE AND REMIND US RATHER OF A MUSICAL 

HYDRA THAN OF A BAND. SINCE THIS HYDRA CAME TO LIFE IN 

2011, THE BAND MEMBERS ARE REPRESENTING RICH FUNK 

AND SOUL SOUNDS FROM HEIDELBERG. WE CAN’T WAIT FOR 

THEM TO BLOW YOU OFF YOUR CHAIRS!

MARCUS FOUNDED AND RUNS A SOCIAL ENTERPRISE  WORKING 

WITH DISADVANTAGED STUDENTS IN THE UK STATE SECTOR. 

HE HOSTS TEDX CONFERENCES IN EUROPE, WORKS ON MAJOR 

REAL ESTATE PROJECTS IN AUSTRALIA AND ADVISES SEVERAL 

TECHNOLOGY AND EDUCATION ORGANISATIONS ON FINANCE 

AND MARKETING ROUTES. HE IS REGULARLY CALLED TO HOST 

OR SPEAK AT MAJOR INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES WHERE 

HIS WIT AND EXPERIENCE IS IN HIGH DEMAND. EVERYONE WHO 

ATTENDED LAST YEAR’S TEDXHEIDELBERG WILL RECOGNIZE 

HIM AS A UNIQUE SHOW MASTER, WHO WE GLADLY COULD WIN 

FOR THE PROJECT ONCE AGAIN!

MARCEL PFENNING IS PASSIONATE ABOUT SHARING INTE-

RESTING, ENLIGHTENING AND REVEALING IDEAS WITH HIS 

CLIENTS. TWO YEARS AGO, WE WERE HAPPY TO HAVE HIM 

AS A SPEAKER AND ARE INCREDIBLY EXCITED TO HAVE HIM 

AS OUR CO-HOST FOR THIS YEAR’S EVENT. AS A TRAINER 

AND CONSULTANT FOR COMPANIES AND BUSINESS OWNERS, 

HE ENFORCES AND SUPPORTS INNOVATION FOR SMALL AND 

MID-SIZED COMPANIES. HE DEEPLY CARES ABOUT EMPOWE-

RING PEOPLE TO DEVELOP AND FINDING THEIR PERSONAL 

STRENGTHS. WE ARE HAPPY TO HAVE HIM CONTRIBUTING TO 

THIS UNIQUE EVENT AND ARE CONVINCED, THAT HE’LL PER-

FECTLY GUIDE YOU THROUGH AN EXCITING DAY!



The Techniker Krankenkasse is the biggest and most innovative statutory 
health insurance in Germany. When we look around we’re experiencing a 
changing society, life expectancies are going up and the digitalisation is 
revolutionising our health & care system. We are very proud to be a part-
ner of TEDxHeidelberg, because together we are heading into an exciting 
future. What we can promise you: No matter if the world is changing – we 
keep on taking care of you – everywhere you are. Check out our TK-App 
and get in contact with us – we’re here as well! So if you’re still thinking 
Who cares?! – we do! We care about your health, we care about you and 
we care about your beloved ones. 

The world is changing. With digitization, many physical things have disap-
peared – and keep on disappearing – from our daily lives: cash, paper, 
keys. Who cares? Lamy does. As an internationally operating brand, we 
cultivate the value of handwriting as well as the love for well-designed 
analogue products. Throughout the world, the LAMY brand stands for 
high-quality designer writing instruments defined by their timeless modern 
aesthetics and perfect functionality. As an independent family business, we 
have been associated with our hometown Heidelberg since the company 
was first founded in 1930. Therefore we guarantee consistent high quality, 
Made in Germany. 

Since 2010, the Gründer-Institut of the SRH Hochschule Heidelberg con-
nects the three relevant pillars of teaching, support and network and deals 
with entrepreneurship and innovation. Together with a motivated team, we 
always care about passionate innovators and help them to transform their 
ideas into an innovative business model. Our support includes practical 
consulting and tools in order to consolidate business opportunities. Apart 
from expertise in several innovation methods such as Design Thinking and 
Lego Serious Play, the Gründer-Institut offers Co-Working opportunities and 
a wide-range of events. Who cares about you?! We do!

TEDx invites you to discover the value of carefully selected ideas together 
with dynamic speakers, performers and local thought leaders. The Holiday 
Inn Express Heidelberg City Centre Team cares deeply about preparing our 
guests a heartfelt welcome, a good sleep to fully recharge for upcoming 
tasks and is aiming for service excellence for you every single day. Desig-
ned for the change makers, innovators, entrepreneurs and young talents 
of our time, Holiday Inn Express means clean, consistent, and comfortable 
rooms wherever you go. With us, you‘ll find everything you need in a hotel 
and surely plenty of qualified people caring for you!



INDIVIDUAL SUPPORTER: ARMIN HUG

the alliance of entrepreneurial experts HEIDELBERG

AT TEDXHEIDELBERG WE’RE CONSTANTLY 

CHALLENGING THE STATUS QUO AND ATTEMPT 

TO CREATE A MEANINGFUL PLATFORM, WHICH 

 ALLOWS OUR COMMUNITY TO  EXCHANGE 

IMPACTFUL IDEAS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR. 

TO CONTINUE THIS JOURNEY, WE’RE ALWAYS 

INTERESTED TO PARTNER WITH COMPANIES 

AND INSTITUTIONS, WHO WANT TO FOSTER 

AN INTERDISCIPLINARY KNOWLEDGE TRANS-

FER IN THE REGION. IF YOU’RE INTERESTED TO 

LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR PARTNER CONCEPTS 

– PLEASE    REACH OUT TO US VIA PARTNERS@

TEDXHEIDELBERG.DE! TALK TO YOU SOON!



TED IS A NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION DEVOTED TO IDEAS WORTH 

SPREADING, USUALLY IN THE FORM OF SHORT, POWERFUL TALKS 

(18 MINUTES OR FEWER) DELIVERED BY TODAY‘S LEADING THINKERS 

AND DOERS. MANY OF THESE TALKS ARE GIVEN AT TED‘S ANNUAL   

CONFERENCE IN VANCOUVER, BRITISH COLUMBIA, AND MADE AVAI-

LABLE, FREE, ON TED.COM. TED SPEAKERS HAVE INCLUDED BILL 

GATES, JANE GOODALL, ELIZABETH GILBERT, SIR RICHARD BRANSON, 

NANDAN NILEKANI, PHILIPPE STARCK, NGOZI OKONJO-IWEALA, SAL 

KHAN AND DANIEL KAHNEMAN.

TED‘S OPEN AND FREE INITIATIVES FOR SPREADING IDEAS INCLUDE    

TED.COM, WHERE NEW TED TALK VIDEOS ARE POSTED DAILY; THE 

OPEN TRANSLATION PROJECT, WHICH PROVIDES SUBTITLES AND 

INTERACTIVE TRANSCRIPTS AS WELL AS TRANSLATIONS FROM THOU-

SANDS OF VOLUNTEERS WORLDWIDE; THE EDUCATIONAL INITIATIVE 

TED-ED; THE ANNUAL MILLION-DOLLAR TED PRIZE, WHICH FUNDS 

 EXCEPTIONAL INDIVIDUALS WITH A WISH, OR IDEA, TO CREATE  

  CHANGE IN THE WORLD; TEDX, WHICH PROVIDES LICENSES TO 

THOUSANDS OF INDIVIDUALS AND GROUPS WHO HOST LOCAL, SELF- 

ORGANIZED TED-STYLE EVENTS AROUND THE WORLD; AND THE TED 

FELLOWS PROGRAM, WHICH SELECTS INNOVATORS FROM AROUND 

THE GLOBE TO AMPLIFY THE IMPACT OF THEIR REMARKABLE PRO-

JECTS AND ACTIVITIES.

X = INDEPENDENTLY ORGANIZED EVENT

IN THE SPIRIT OF IDEAS WORTH SPREADING, TEDX IS A PROGRAM OF 

LOCAL, SELF-ORGANIZED EVENTS THAT BRING PEOPLE TOGETHER TO 

SHARE A TED-LIKE EXPERIENCE. AT A TEDX EVENT, TED TALKS  VIDEO 

AND LIVE SPEAKERS COMBINE TO SPARK DEEP DISCUSSION AND 

CONNECTION. THESE LOCAL, SELF-ORGANIZED EVENTS ARE BRAN-

DED TEDX, WHERE X = INDEPENDENTLY ORGANIZED TED EVENT. THE 

TED CONFERENCE PROVIDES GENERAL GUIDANCE FOR THE TEDX 

 PROGRAM, BUT INDIVIDUAL TEDX EVENTS ARE SELF-ORGANIZED.



Jannis Kuhlencord
Project Lead

Julius Kosfeld
Project Management

Lia Gänzler
Partnership & Finance

Vika Green
Partnership & Finance

Fidan Mert
Partnership & Finance

Jana Siedenhans
Partnership & Finance

Mina Trpkovic
Speaker Liaison

Lisa Wild
Speaker Liaison

Maha el Medkouri
Speaker Liaison

Hannah Hägele
Speaker Liaison

Timm Radermacher
Speaker Liaison

Daylin Kenn
Public Relations

Vasileios Kampanis
Public Relations

Roberta Ramponi
Public Relations

Juris Ulmanis
Public Relations

Mengyang He
Public Relations

TEDX IS MORE THAN JUST A CONFERENCE, IT‘S AN EXPERIENCE. 

NEEDLESS TO SAY, ONE OF OUR GREATEST STRENGTHS IS OUR 

 COMMUNITY. BUT TO ORGANISE    THIS SCALE AND QUALITY OF 

EVENTS, WE HAVE A DEDICATED AND TALENTED ORGANISING TEAM – 

WHERE WE SHARE A PASSION FOR TEDX AND DEDICATE OUR TIME TO 

THIS PROJECT ALL YEAR LONG. OUR TEAM IS MADE UP OF A BUNCH 

OF ENTHUSIASTIC PEOPLE, WHO WANT CREATIVE FREEDOM AND THE 

CHANCE TO  DEVELOP THEIR SKILLS. WE ARE LOOKING FOR PEOPLE 

WHO HAVE A STRONG WORK ETHIC, EXPERIENCE WITH ORGANISING 

EVENTS, THE ABILITY TO BE FLEXIBLE    AND WORK IN AN INTERNATIO-

NAL GROUP.  MAYBE YOU ARE JUST THE PERSON WE NEED ON THE 

TEAM TO TIE EVERYTHING TOGETHER? DO YOU HAVE A PASSION OR A 

SKILL THAT YOU WANT TO SHARE WITH US? THEN WE WOULD REALLY 

LIKE TO MEET YOU – PLEASE GET IN TOUCH WITH US!  APPLICATION@

TEDXHEIDELBERG.DE 

Angela Merholz
Participant Communications 
and Community Management

Tuomas Laakkonen
Participant Communications 
and Community Management

Helen Kern
Participant Communications 
and Community Management

Mischeel Enkh-Amar
Participant Communications 
and Community Management

Jörg Kropp
Photography

Kira Lapp
Design & Website

Dominik Weickgenannt
Licensee
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